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‘ mmtyWork fCRCW) RevHeather Whyte, Luton URC
_ is aministry of the minister, bidding farewell toKaren
~ United Reformed Church Campbellinthe presence of the
(URC) concerned with bring-  Mayor of Luton and High Sheriff of
_ ingabout positivechangein = Bedfordshire.
- localcommunities. R
Bury Park Beech Hill sions. The project contrib-
Council of Churchesin part- - uted to One World Week,
‘ nershlpmth Grassrmta(a | International Women’s Day
mi ' - and Holocaust Memorial Day
) - events, whileit also worked
- withRoma people, Luton
. Fairtrade and other Luton
CO;I,I_IC__I]Of Faithsinitiatives
un such as the Faith Woodlands
Codﬁtles and Archery
, ' With: Support from the
? ‘Near Neighbours’ pro-
an- | gramme and its ‘Real People
rips, | Honest Talk’ initiatives, it
2 gathe | . enabled people to explore
wmtmgand exercise ses- themes and issues affecting

' theirlives.

In his address, RevDr

 Andrew Prasad, moderator,
- URC Thames North Synod,

~ said: “Itishoped there is

. enough toinspire and con-

tinue the adventure even af-
ter the project ends.

“Many in Luton will miss
the project worker Karen

- Campbell and Karen will

miss many people in Luton,
but we must letitallgoin
confidence to embrace the

- newand welcome the un-

known.”
Karen Campbell, CRCW
project worker, said: “I know

- my time in Luton has been
- worthit.

“There are friendships

~ built across faiths and cul-

- tures and people brought

. together to create ‘touching
- places’.

“I'say with confidence

- that the Luton Ileave isnot

- the Luton I came to. In some
- smallway, I know the project
- hasmade a difference in-

deed””

e ]
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farewell service of The
Right Reverend Peter
Doyle, Bishop of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of North-
ampton, at the Cathedral
Church of Our Lady Im-
maculate and St Thomas of
Canterbury, the seat of the
Bishop of Northampton and
the mother church of Catho-
lics across the Diocese of
Northampton.
Borninig944in Lanca-
shire, Bishop Peter was or-
dained asa priest in1968.
Initially he served asan
assistant priest in Port-
smouth and Windsor, and
after working in Portsmouth
Cathedral from 1975-87,
he then became the parish
priest of St Joseph’s, Maid-
enhead, until1991 and of St

I t was awell-attended

 BishopPeter Doyie.

~ Peter’s, in Winchester, until

2005.
It wason June 28,2005,

that he was consecrated at

Northampton Cathedral as
the Bishop of Northampton
Diocese.,

Speaking on behalf of
the p;‘iests and deaconsin
the diocese, Mgr Sean Healy

 unfailingsup
- sonaland p;

of building coh

munities in Lut




Baking
with cake competition challenge

Written by
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upporting Fairtrade is
Snot about charity, itis

about justice. It isabout
giving people what they de-

serve.
During this year’s Fair-

to March 8)Luton Fairtrade
Steering Group, GRASS-
ROQTS and Luton Council
of Faiths joined hands with
St Christopher’s Church,
Round Green, for the second
time, for a Fairtrade cake
baking competition.
Contestants from across

groups participated inthe
competition and the cakes
were presented with their
recipe and the Fairtrade

packaging as evidence ofany
~ aCatholic and acommitted
- Fairtrade activist and cam-

Fairtrade ingredients used.
Everyone present got to

[{

- L-R: Jean, Rev Anne Crosby, Molly, Bill and David Jonathan, of Grassroots.

trade Fortnight (February24

~ taste the variety of cakes and
marked the score sheets.

Molly McKinnon, eight,

. won the Best Sponge Cake,

- Jean Simmond won the Best
- Fruit Cake, and the second

- highest scoring cake for its

- presentation and taste was

- awarded to Bill Wrighton.
diverse backgroundsand age
- given inmemory of the late
' Mr Natu Bhai Solanki, who
- was the vice-chair of Luton
- Council of Faiths, and the

Two of the prizes were

late Ms Maureen Borbone,

- paigner, who was alsoone
- ofthe trustees of GRASS-
- ROOTS.

In her welcome address,

- Revd Anne Crosby, vicar of St
- Christopher’s Church, said it
- isgood that we can respond

- toGod’s call to love one an-

other and love God’s creation

~ inthisway.

The deputy mayor will

host a Fairtrade Afternoon
' Teain Luton Town Hall on
- March 11 from 2-5pm.

The competition winners
have been invited to take -

. their cakes.
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s part of her visit to
Athe Methodist dis-

trict of Beds, Essex
and Herts, RevDr Barbara
Glasson, president of the
Methodist Church in Great
Britain, visited Grassroots
Luton, Luton Town Hall and
Luton Council of Faiths.

Barbara has worked at
the Bread Church, Liverpool,
where people make bread
and give it away to whoever
they want to. It’s popular
with children, people with
learning disabilities and
people exploring their faith
outside conventional church
structures.

Addressing 40 represent-
atives from Luton’s different
faith communities gath-
ered at the Hindu Temple
and Community Centre in

Gulie Butcher presenting Fairtrade gifts to Revd Dr Barbara Glasson (left).

- Lewsey Farm, she highlight-
- ed therole played by women,
. especially those working

. behind the scenes and their

- political significance inan

- ever-changing socio-politi-

- callandscape.

The most effective change

- comes from the bottom up;

- yet thisis often demeaned

- assimply social or domestic
- activity.

She also expressed con-

cerns about “othering” and
- dehumanising people.

She said we're called to

' loveand acknowledge our

shared humanity. At times,
_ it’s costly, but it’s the only way

to change the world.

Rev Canon David Lawson,
chair of Grassroots Luton,
Prof Zafar Khan and Mrs Gul-
ie Butcher, chair and vice-
chair of Luton Council of

- Faiths, presented Fairtrade
- giftsand annual reportsto

the Methodist president and

- thanked her for her words of
wisdom and encouragement.

Atacivicreceptionat the

 town hall, Mayor Clir Tahir
- Malik presented her witha
- Luton Town souvenir badge.
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ver 100 women from
acrossdifferent faiths
and cultures gath-
ered together to celebrate :
International Women’sDay == s ——
ataneventcalled Precious
Pearls on the theme of ‘Wom-
en Caring for Mother Earth’.
The evening focused onways
inwhich we are trying to
care for the planet under the
headings of: Creation, Liv-
ing Simply, Energy Usage,
Money and Property, as well
asour individual and collee-
tive respons1b1]1tymeanng 2%
for Mother Earth. ;,.1 5
Ta]ks were dehvm “pES
about beekeeping, W_
eco crafts, reusable s be
.J.;,q '

wear and Luton B

Council’s Climate Ch&ge

asAll Samt’s Peaoe Garden,

~wed one ha
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ormerly called the

Women’s World Day

of Prayer but now the
World Day of Prayer, the
event drew millions togeth-
€r across 170 countries for
amessage of healing and -
comfort. The 2020 theme
was ‘Rise! Take Your Mat and
Walk’, based on a Christian
scripture reading from the
Gospel of John 5:2-9a.

Thereflections and ways
to conduct prayer services
and other events had been
prepared by the World Day
of Prayer Committee in Zim-
babwe. Each year, materials
are developed ecumenically
and collectively within a cer- .
tain country in co-ordination
with the World Day of Prayer
International Committee,
Asatradition that has

continued since 1927, among
- many celebrations taking

place around the world was
one hosted by Luton Chris-

- tians, too.

Thisyear it was held at
St Mary’s Church in which

- Luton Zimbabwean women

expressed friendship and
respect for othersin a Zim-
babwean traditional and
cultural way as makers of
human fraternity. Everyone
‘prayed for world peace.
Globally, responding to
the current threat of coro- -
navirus, the World Council

Luton Zlman woman showing a traditional way of welcoming an
' respecting others by kneeling down and offering a drink.

of Churches secretariat has
said: “This will not last for-
ever. There are many who are

- doing their best to prevent

- the worst effects of the pan-

- demic. This situation calls
- for our faith, hope and love
- foroneanother.”

Locally, Prof Zafar Khan,

- chair of Luton Council of

- Faiths, said that when the

- danger has passed we shall

- allneed tojoin together to

- make new and better choices
- and change the ways we live

- sothat we can together heal

' the Earth fully.




Fazth Matters

Date Pubhshed

;st April 2020

‘Hatred targeting any community
cannot be tolerated’

8| David Jonathan

Grassroots and Luton Council of Faiths.

gunman in Kabul, Af-
ghanistan, stormed a
temple used by Sikh
and Hindu minorities on
March 25, killing 25 worshi-
® persduring an hour-long
i battle with Afghan security
?| forces. Security forcesres-
| cued 80 others from the site.

“People who gather to
worship should not suf-
fer from senseless acts of
hate,” said Zafar Khan, chair
of Luton Council of Faiths.
“Particularly during a time
when the world is drawing
together as one human fam-
ily; this attack stands out as
an offence against God and
humankind.”

Luton’s faith communi-
tiesjoin together in extend-
ing their prayers for those
who lost loved ones in the

attack.

A month ago, in his meet-
ing with Luton Council of
Faiths, the Gurdwara presi-
dent, Mr Balwinder Singh,
hadrecalled how a peace
procession led by the Luton

- Sikh community celebratmg
the 550th birth anniversary

of its founder Guru Nanak
was overwhelmingly sup-

- ported by the different faith
- eommunitiesin Luton and

. also by the local businesses,
- particularly in Bury Park.

Hesaid Luton is a testa-
ment of how its diverse com-

One monthago, Luton Sikh leaders met Luton Council of Faiths members.

munities value one another’s
presenceinthetown.
Luton Couneil of Faiths
Joins our local Sikh broth-
ers and sisters in sharing tfhe
grief.
Hatred targeting any

~ community because of its

faith and beliefis a scourge .
that must not be and cannot

- betolerated. Westandin
- solidarity with Luton’s Sikh

communities and togetht_al‘

- westrengthen our resolveto.
- continue worlangtogethﬁr‘ '
- for peace and unity in mxr f.‘-
- world. ; -t

E BloomArnind Hanain~ n
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ver since the outbreak
of the coronavirus pan-
demic, each one of us
has had ourlives and com-
munities disrupted. Due to
lockdown, self-isolation and
social distancing, there is
fear and panic.
Sadly, some labelling it
as the ‘Chinese Virus’ is not
helpful.
It has serious implica-
tions for Chinese and East

Asian people internationally.

Covid-19 must remind us
that we are all created to be
interdependent, just like the
ecosystem is, and that when
suffering bypasses race, gen-
der, religion and nation, we
have no other option but to
live in mutual solidarity.

Therefore, at Luton Coun-
cil of Faiths, ‘resilience’is
the clear buzzword for us ‘to

varticamant

Hyde toreflect on Love, Peace&l-lope

keep calm and carry on’.

We remember the fragil-

- ity of the most marginalised
~ of people: those in prisons,

- the homeless and the refu-

- gees,aswell as our drivers,

- shopkeepers, till workers,

- bin collectors, cleaners,

- postmen, ambulance work-

- ers, nurses and doctors, all

~ ofwhom arerisking their
 livestokeep our society to-

- gether. 2R

- We apprecmte and ad— 5

mire Luton’s faith commu_nl-

~ tiesand all othersworking
- andvolunteering selflessly i

_meals for NHS

toreach outto hose i
- whetheritis
ing'supplies;fo

people onlme,?

peopleinany
It sh‘ows'
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n Good Friday, Chris-

tians worldwide
lament Jesus’s eru-
cifixion which reveals God’s
sacrificial love for ‘ALL’. But
soon follows the most im-
portant Christian festival
- Easter - celebrating Jesus’s

resurrection, which reminds

us of the eternal hope that
death does not have the last
word on human destiny.
Usually, there are Walks
of Witness and street proces-
sions led by ehureh clus-
tersacross Luton, but as the
World Council of Churches
(WCC) said inastatement,
this year we had to observe
Eastermachsdlenglng con-
ul situations
duetothe Cmml-lg pandem-

ic. Many people are experi-
encing trauma, separation,

~ isolation or even death in

their families.
Insuch acontext, WCC

| reminded us that the first ex-
- perience of Jesus's disciples

with the Risen Lord Jesus
had also occurred in similar
circumstances.

Out of fear and to protect
their lives, Jesus'’s disciples

- had gathered in a room, be-
hind elosed doors, when the

- Risen Christ had appeared,

. bringing his peace to them.

Easter, therefore, bringsa
powerful liberating message
of courage and hope over-

| Monsignor Kevin McGinnell during Good Friday Walk of Witnessin 2019 led
by Bury Park Beech Hill Council of Churchesin Luton

coming the fear of death and

- life’suncertainty.

HM Lord-Lieutenant of
Bedfordshire, Helen Nellis,
said: “In these difficult times,

- wemust not forget the good-

ness that is shining through

- thedarkness. There have

been so many extraordinary
tales of kindness and 1 hope
that we may come out of this

- asastronger community.”

May the Easter spirit sof-
ten our hearts and help us

understand the mystery of

- pain and recognise the mira-

cle of compassion.
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aisakhi is a historical

and religious festi-

val for Sikhs in India
and worldwide, celebrated
in mid-April. It commemo-
rates the birth and forma-
tion of the Khalsa Panth (the
body of fully initiated Sikhs)
following a sacrificial sword
ritual ceremony in 1699 by
the tenth Sikh guru, Guru

Gobind Singh Ji. It was about

transforming Sikhs into sol-
dier saints.

Five men who took the
test of offering their lives on
Guru’s call became known
as the Panj Piare ‘(Beloved
Five’). They were then bap-
tised into the ‘Khalsa’ by the
Guru sprinkling on them
Amrit (‘immortalising nec-
tar’ - the Sikh term for holy
water).

~ (peace procession) held last yearin Luton.

On Vaisakhi, Gurudwaras

- (Sikh temples) are deco-

- rated. Community fairs and
. Nagar Kirtan (street proces-
- sions) are held, and people

- gathertosocialise and share
~ festivefoods.

However, this year, it was

different. Like Christians
- celebrating Easter at home,
. Sikhs also stayed away from

each other and celebrated
#VaisakhiAtHome together

- with family and prayed for
- the end of the Covid-19 crisis.

In a message, Prime

. Minister Boris Johnson

; o LRSS TR Y FR AR
Panj Piare (Beloved Five) receiving Guru's blessings ahead of a Nagar

Credit: Tony Margiocchi.

- said:“Wishing a happy and
- safe Vaisakhi to all celebrat-
- inginthe UK, India and
- around the world. While the
- festival brings communities
- together, we must remem-

~ ber to stay physically apart

' toprotect the NHS and save

- lives. Stay at home this Vai-

- sakhi.”

;' Vaisakhi is addition-

- ally aspring harvest festival

.~ too, for Sikhs as well as for

- Hindus. In Bangladeshitis

- known as ‘Boishakhi’ and is

. celebrated vibrantly as a so-

. eial and cultural festival.
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amadan, the Islamic

month of fasting,

started last week. In
the Covid-19 lockdown, this

isyet another major religious

month-long observance,
which will not see Luton’s
streets bustling with freshly

ing social distancing and iso-
lation, Luton’s many diverse
communities and other
religious and civicleaders
will not be able to join in with
Iftar (breaking of fast) gath-
erings, which are generously
hosted by mosques, Muslim
organisations, individuals
and families.

Still, spirits are high
within Luton’s Muslim com-
munity, as they and all the
other faith communities in
the town continue to serve

Ramadhan 2020

- Ensuring No-one Goes |

Hungry In Our

Tow

Donate vour aadagan
this Ramadhan o
Improve the lives of
Peoplein Luton,

' people, children and families
prepared food stalls. Observ-
- those serving in the NHS and

inneed across the town and

care homes.
Radio Inspire FM, to-
gether with Luton’s Discover

- Islam Centre, Luton Coun-

cil of Mosques and Luton
Sunni Council of Mosques
have circulated online in-

 teractive prayerand Iftar
- timetables, and guidelines
- onhow to prepare for Ram-

adan at home. This sets clear

- goalsand daily schedules,
- and encourages all to stay

connected with family and

- Justgiving.co

 friends through technology,

investing this time in gaining
knowledge and doing a new
good action each day in the
service of humankind and
creation.

Thereisalso an appeal
for donations to feed and
improve the lives of people
in Luton, particularly at this

- challenging time, ensuring

no-one goes hungry in our

- town. To make donations,
- pleasering 01582 481810 or

visit bit.ly/3brupAl or www.
fundraising/
ramadhanluton



o i A %._&‘\_\
e
s

e ]

Written by
David Jonathan

!

Grassroots and Luton Council of Faiths

n an unprecedented step
to mitigate Covid-19 fears
and anxieties affecting
people’smental health, Ryad
Khodabocus, head of com-
munity relations and devel-
opment at Luton Council
of Faiths (LCoF), and Jolel :
Miah, founding chair of Our £ B e o .. &
Minds Matter, have together  LtoR: Podcast hosts Ryad Khodabocus and Jolel Miah, and contributors
produced a podcast on ‘Spir-  Bishop Richard Atkinson, Dr Viaks Acharya, Dr Mamnun Khanand Prof
itualityand Mental Health’  GurchRandhawa
from different faiths’ per- |

spectives, bringingscience ~~ shared insightsasa NHS doc- Emphasising HeartMath
and spirituality together. torin L&D Hospital,butalso = techniques of meditating
Digital audiofilescanbe  throughthelensofhisHindu = and synchronising brain
downloaded FREE from ht- faith, while Dr Mamnun - and heart, LCoF officer
tps://anchpr.ﬁn/ourminds ~ Khanhastalked on Covid-1g Ryad Kho&abocus -using his
matter tolisten to guest fromascience pointofview,  health psychology back-
speakersinvited fromdiffer-  butalsoaddingtoitanls- = groundasa professional
ent falth.s,.shar.mg howthey  lamicperspective and advice coach in stress and emotion-
apply spirituality to under- for Ramadan. - alregulation - has produced
stand mental health. ProfGurchRandhawa,  averyhelpful guide support-

Sofar, Rt Revd Richard public health research i ili
. . erat | ilience
Atkinson, Bishop of Bedford, = the University of Bedford- ? :lnngd?virlllt:%le?;:l-th, %

h;s shared insights froma shire,hastalkedfromaSikh ~  The guide is available for
% I];S%ai: perspective. . perspectiveabouthiswork = FREE download from www.
r Vikas Acharya has anditsimpactondiversity.  Jutonfaiths org
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very year at this time,

HM The Lord-Lieuten-

ant of Bedfordshire,
Helen Nellis, holds a Service
of Thanksgiving to honour
thousands of people who,
through their volunteering,
play such a significant role
in building kind and cohe-
sive communities across the
county.

The service this year had
to be cancelled due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. There-
fore the Lord-Lieutenant has
created an online service to
pay tribute to our volunteers
and for the 75th anniversary
of VE Day.

The service can be viewed
on YouTube at https://youtu.
be/Urdg3zJM2EoU

In her message, Helen
Nellis said: “On the 75th an-
niversary of the Vietory in
Europe, we look back with

ey

* Lord-Lieutenant Helen Nellis with Capt Tom Moore o his 100thbirthday

- pride and respect at all those
- who helped to secure peace
~ and freedom.

“We are proud to honour

| Capt Tom Moore as a much-

loved son of Bedfordshire as

~ he so clearly embodies the

values of courage and gener-
osity, which his generation,
during the hardships of war,

- relied upon to keep them

strong in their resolution.
“We can now learn those

lessons from this formidable
generation, aswe seek toplay |

our part in seeking to build
cohesive and kind commu-

' nities.”

Acknowl.

: tlmeafﬁglﬂmg
- rus, sheadded-



Panden;icmh(;s united all faiths to

pray for victory over

the virus |
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n response to Pope Fran-

cis calling “believers of

all faiths” touniteina
day of fasting and prayer to

ask “God to help humankind

overcome the coronavirus
pandemic”, many people
joined together on May 14.

This worldwide prayer
day initiative came during
the Islamic holy month of Ra-
madan, when Muslims fast
from dawn to sunset.

Egypt’s Grand Imam, Dr
Ahmad al-Tayeb, also wel-
comed the initiative and
invited people around the
world to pray.

Pope Francis’ aide, Mon-
signor Yoannis Lahzi Gaid,
a priest from Egyptanda
member of the Higher Com-
mittee of Human Fraternity,
called people to pray togeth-

Wz

' er, each according to their

faith, and said it gives proof
that faith unites, not divides.

“Covid-19 has brought us
all to our knees. But kneeling
is the best position to pray,”
he added.

In Luton, all faith com-
munities have been sending
prayers to Luton Council of
Faiths for the world’s well-
being. It shows that this pan-
demic has crossed borders
and cultures indiscriminate-
ly, affecting people’s lives re-
gardless of their religion and

- background. Sr Maire Hayes,
inter faith co-ordinator for

PICTURE COURTESY OF EMILY JUDD. AL ARAIA B

Pope Francis welcomedlast year at Presidential Palacein AbuDhabi

~ and the Ecumeni

_ the Roman Catholic Diocese
- of Northampton, workingin

Luton, said: “We are all mem-

~ bers of the same human fam-
: ilyandtogetherwepx:sythat
- we may act in solidarityto

- overcome this pandemic.

Other world leaders, who

. alsoendorsed theMay14

' callfor prayerinf:luded
 Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh

' Mohamed bin Zayed

Al
Nahyan, Lebanese Presict
Michel Aoun, UN Secretafy

" General Antonio GU

Guterres:
arch of Constantinoplé
tholomew.
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id al-Fitr - the Muslim
E festival -marks the
end of Ramadan, the

month-long fasting by Mus-
lims. Besides celebrations, it
isalso time to thank God for
His mercies and provisions,
which is why throughout the
month of Ramadan, Muslims
donate to charities and con-
tribute to the community.

Luton’s Discover Islam
Centre has been open seven
days a week, working tire-
lessly to provide food to
those isolating, needy and
key workers, providing edu-
cational resources to chil-
dren, PPE to health workers
and so much more: discov-
er-islam.co.uk/communit-
yservices/ramadan2020.

The Discover Islam team,
Luton’s mosques, Radio
Inspire FM, Lanternand
numerous other faith com-

munities, faith-based chari-

public and voluntary sector
organisations, have been

- serving the Luton commu-

nity throughout this pan-
demic.

On Eid ul-Fitr, thereisan
even stronger focus on char-
ity, called ‘Fitranaa’ or ‘Zakat
al-Fitr’ meaning donations
made by Muslims on comple-

- tion of their Ramadan fast.

Often, Eid celebrations
begin with Muslims praying

- together, visiting relatives,
- neighbours and community

events featuring live enter-
tainment, stalls, exhibitions

' celebratione hae= b a s af—

: mmmmmmmmmwwmmm
- 2020

_ | am:l children’s activities, at-
ties, with support from other |

tracting thousa,ggef people.
HOWEV&[" ; ] I 'L"i' e

fected by the pandemiec,
just asall the other festivi-

tieswere, including Nawruz

- (Bahai), Easter (Chmt:an}

Passover (Jewish), V

(Sikh)& VEDay. S

Still, the least we could
do was,tosaytoourMua:lim
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faith communi-

M ties’ contributions

to serving those affected by
the coronavirus, the newly

oved by Luton’s

The High Sheriff of Bedfordshire, Susan

-

appointed High Sheriff, Su- Lousada.

san Lousada DL, has kindly :

shared the following mes- stories of selflessacts,care  bers of the community suffer
sage: “It has been said that and dedicationfromacross | hasdriven and mobilised the
if the only prayer you ever the countymademerealise = distribution of food, practi-
offered was ‘thankyou’then  thatthebestthinglcoulddo @ calhelp and muchneeded
that would be enough. was to simply say, thankyou. = support.

“My installation as the “InthiscolumnIwanted =  “Eachsmall act of kind-
new High Sheriff of Bedford-  tosayaparticularthankyou  nessisgathering momen-
shire at theend of March this = tothe manyand diversefaith = tum until there seemstobe
year, will always be marked communities in Luton. ablanket of care wrapped
for me as the week when this “I'have been heartened - around Luton.
country was placed in lock- and,indeed, inspiredathow = “lamhumbled by the
down. the groupshaveworkedto- = county’sresponse to this

“My initial fear and un- gether and separatelytohelp  crisis; please accept both my
certaintyastohowIwasgo- = wherever there is need. - gratitude and appreciation
ing to fulfil the role of High “Integration and cohesion = toyouall.

Sheriff with any meaning, isjust happening, as a collec- “Ileave you all with my
was swiftly swept awayasthe tivedesiretonotseemem- ' simple prayer. Thankyou."
e ———1]
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mhe death of George
Floyd has triggered
widespread protests

calling for the elimination of

the systemic racism embed-
ded in our society.

In Luton, hundreds gath-
ered from different faiths
and ethnicities for the Black
Lives Matter protest organ-
ised by a group of young
; _l_e.

tices we see and we must do
Centre for Peace

. ton Council of Faiths said:

so, inspired by love for all.”
Zafar Khan, Chair of Lu-

“As Luton’s faith commu-

' nities, we are extremely
- saddened at George Floyd’s
~ killing in Minneapolis (US).

“We offer our heartfelt

- condolences and condemn
- racismand racist attacksin
- anyform.”

Headded: “It is essential

' BlackLives Matter Protest at Luton Town Hall War Memorial.

for our well-being that dif-
ferent races, religions and
ethnicities meet together

to listen, learn and share
knowledge and expertise for
the common good, always
being mindful of the dignity
and inestimable value of
every human being.”

May all the nations save
and protect all those facing
similar threats and challeng-
esaround the world.
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gin of Pope Francis’s

Encyclical ‘Laudato Si’
called people of all faiths
and none to hear the cry of
the earth and the cry of the
poor.

Sr Maire Hayes, inter
faith co-ordinator for the
Roman Catholic Diocese
of Northampton, working
with the GRASSROOTS pro-
gramme in Luton, reminded
us of the pope’s message, say-
ing our one precious and ir-
replaceable planet Earth,
‘Our Common Home’, is in
peril. -

From the melting of our
polar ice caps to the acidi-
fication of our oceans, we
humans are changing our
planet in ways that threat-

I t’s five years since the ori-

that others may simply live
and advocate protecting our
common home - banning the
use of fossil fuels and the ex-
ploitation and manipulation
of nature.
Encouragingusallto
think what kind of a world we
want to leave to future gen-
erations, Deborah Purfield,
CAFOD’sregional co-ordina-
tor and also a trustee of the
GRASSROOTS programme
in Luton highlighted Laudato
- Siaction points and other re-
- sources available at: https://

- cafod.org.uk/Pray/Laudato-
. Si-encyclical
- CAFODistheinternation-
en its very existence, and - alaid agency of the Catho-
around the world the poorest = lic church. Its coronavirus
populations bear the heavi- appeal hasraisednearly£1 -
est burdens. ' million for people living in
The ongoing pandemic poverty all over the world,
hashelped ustorealise our whatever their religion or.
“interconnectedness”, both culture. It campaigns for
locally and globally. globaljjustice, so that every
We must, therefore,com- = woman, manand child can
mit to live more simply so live a full and dignified life.




‘We have more in common
than that which divides us’
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, he stabbings in Read-
' I ing last weekend, in
which three people

were killed and at least three - ' ' - £
LutonsfaithconununmesoutﬂdeSalvatlon Army(V' carage
IastyoarsAnnualPeaceWalkorgmsedbyLutonCmiluaniﬁls i

others were injured, have
shocked everyone.

Zafar Khan, chair of Lu-
ton Council of Faiths, said:
“We are deeply saddened at
this heartbreaking incident.

“We have always un-
equivocally condemned, in
the strongest of terms, any
such barbaric and inhuman
acts of terrorism against in-
nocent people. Our heartfelt
condolences go to all those
who have lost their loved
ones in this outrageously

- eriminal and cowardly act”

Luton’s faith commu-
nities stand togetherin
solidarity with people in
Readingand send a strong

~message of defianceto all ex-
~ tremists: that we will not be
_ divided.

Inits statement, The

- Inter Faith Network for the

~ UKreminds us that it was

~ thisweekend four years ago

- when another violent ex-

~ tremist murdered the late Jo

- more in common than that
- which divides us”, must con-
- tinuetoinspire us.

_ usof Windrush Day, World

£

- Refugee Week and Climate

Justicei issues, Luten
- Neighbours Pro
~ ordinator, KlmGreIg.

sionwe can mdeedmﬁke
_ | dlﬁ'erenee -
- Cox MP. Her words: “We have

supportive of a’llfiniti
) - that bring communit
AsBlack Lives Matter pro-

- gether. We therefore en
- testscontinue, reminding

- reject any act or message
- causesdiscordand d
- fortin community relati

We must contmue 0
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ver since the coronavi-
Erus outbreak and the

subsequent lockdown,
people have responded in
different and unique ways
to uplift human spiritina
collective fight against the
pandemic. One unique idea
caught people’simagination
herein Luton.

- ‘ARay of Sunshine’isa
community initiative, giving
away a sunflower plant to get
communities interested in
gardening and the great out-
doors. Theideaisfor each
household to take up to four
sunflower saplings (donated
by Edible High Town), and
then see who grows the tall-
est sunflower.

Initially, Near Neighbours |

Programme funded Edible
High Town, but nowitisa

- well-established community
~ project,involvingthelocal
- community andresidents,
- making the arealook aes-

~ thetically better, building

- networks, and producing

- and sharing healthy home

of Edible High Town, Sam
- Willis, said: “My only real

Credit: Jodie Bradley Edible High Town

rown food.
One of the co-founders

~ boursProgramme coordi-
~ nator for Luton, said: “Itis
~about bringing people fron

~ diverse backgrounds togeth-
~ertoallow fornewwaysto

- work with other local p le

- tobenefit the commu

. bles and flowers for pollina-

tors; Ifinditisawin-win.”
Kim Greig, Near Neigh-

)

Near Neighbours

 GrantsFundarelikelyto

 experience of gardeningwas et A
hogingweedsgndmowinga | oper}ip.i:henga:_t‘m_grg,“_}‘
' lawninmygrandad’sgarden. = Visit: W“’Wmeigh __*_
 “Now] turn neglected ' bours.org.uk/local-l lu-
~ green spaces into attractive, _ tona d https:/, edibleluto
 vibrantgreenpocketsofedi- ' org/ :
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midst anxiety, fear,
bewilderment, grief

and loss caused bythe & T o IR

- Allam Qazi Abdul Aziz Chishti, Founder, Managing Director and Senior

. Imam of the Jamia Islamia Ghousia Trust, Luton hlghhghtmgsafeguardmg
- measures for congregants

pandemic, the role of faith
communities and places of
worship hasremained cru-
cial in sustaining individu-
als, communities, public and
voluntary sector organisa-
tions, particularly in Luton
where 78 per cent of people
are religiously affiliated.

Places of worship and
faith leaders have been the
first port of call for people
in distress. facing death, be-
reavement, isolation, mental
health issues, and issues of
physical, emotional and spir-
itual well-being.

Itis good news that the
places of worship have reo-
pened from July 4.

Considering that Luton

hasthe second highest rate
of new casesin the east of
England, and that Luton’s
population includes people

- who are vulnerable to the
- disproportionate impact

and severity of COVID-19 -
including BAME, elderly and

- deprived populations, the
- Director of Public Health

and Luton Borough Council

~ have held a special briefing
- session.

It advised local faith

 communities to stick to two

metre social distancing, im-
plement all suggested safety

~ measures, includi ng trac
- and track, andkeePuPtO
daterisk assessments.

In an online Executr

~ Meeting of Luton Counc:F b
- of Faiths, Chair Zafar Khan

~ said: “The demsmntoreopen
- places of worship hasbeen

- broadly welcomed bya]lre-

- ligious leaders and commu- -

' nities, although everyonels A

'approachlngltmth i t |
~ degrees of cautionas they X

" must. Wehope and pray it
- remains physmallysafean
spmtuallyfulﬁlhng forall
congregants. .

C
ﬁ"t-

Qﬁaa% '*x; *;;

: {\x-‘ﬂ'
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he High Town Festi- . e .
val -community event i . o4

of the yearin Luton
—isknown as the festival | . .
‘for community’ and ‘bythe ﬂnmﬂmfutml. #nghTmFoshval isyetang
community’. Thechurches  sp ' 1 :
alsojointheeffortsandopen =
their building for conecerts,
exhibitions and refresh-
ments, and on Sunday they
hold ajoint family and com-
munity service.
However, this year’s festi-
val was different. Due to Cov-
id-19 and social distancing,
most of it took place online.
The website www,high
townfestival.org, Facebook
and Twitter (#HTFest2020)
hosted three main festi
categories. e
Firstly, ‘Family Activi-
ties’ included daily challeng-
es revealed eachday in the




help poorest countries during virus
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oronavirus has hit the
‘ - world’s poorest coun-

tries very hard. Many
are being plunged into a new
debt crisis as they respond to
the threat of the virus while
managing spiralling debt
payments.

On July 18, the finance
ministers of the G20 coun-
tries met. Many around the
world lobbied their politi-
calleaders asking for debt
cancellation for the world’s
poorest countries.

Pope Francis also called
for the reduction of the debt
payments at this crucial
time, so the money can be
diverted to the desperately
needed healthcare and in-
frastructure. Our sisters and
brothers overseas do not
have access to healthcare

| systems as brilliant as the
- NHS.

Therefore, out of love for

 ouroneglobal human fam-
.~ ily, the Catholic Agency For

Overseas Development (CA-

CAFOD’s regional direc-

- tor, Deborah Purfield, whois
- alsoatrustee of Grassroots
- Programmein Luton, said:

- “The World Bank and In-

- ternational Monetary Fund
- (IMF) will gather in Octo-

CABCES
s : ‘fﬂ& e

 CAFOD's regional director, Deborah Purfield

~ ber for their annual meet-

- ings. The UK isa powerful

. shareholderin both and has

~ animportant role to playin

- ensuring these global insti-

- tutions act fast to avoid the
- FOD) haslaunched a petition = pandemic causinglasting
- askingthe UK governmentto
- prioritise the most vulnera-
- bleand marginalised people
- worldwide and at home.

- damage to the world’s poor-
~ estpeople.”

We have seen people

- across faiths, races and cul-

tures uniting against coro-
navirus in Luton. Now is the

~ time to ‘think globally and

act locally’. You can makea

- difference by signing the pe-
~ tition https://e-activist.co
- page/59334/petition/1

TS,
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he current month of

‘Dhul Hijjah’ is one of

the holiest periods of
- theIslamicyear, in which
Muslimswitness two very
special events.

- Oneis Hajj—annual pil-
grimage to Mecca—and the
second is Eid ul Adha-the
“Festival of the Sacrifice”
celebrated worldwide each
year.

The first 10 days of ‘Dhul

Hijjah’ month are considered
better than all the otherdays
- ingintheir other good deeds
It is believed that Prophet
- Luton Food Bank’s amazing

' campaign, “Sacrifice a Meal”
. toensure no one goes hungry
. inour town.

of the year.

Muhammad (PBUH), the
Arabreligious, social and po-
litical leader and the founder
of Islam, had said: “There
are no days on which right-
eous deeds are more beloved
to Allah than these10

days.”

Sadly, due to the Covid-19

pandemic, undertaking Hajj
- _hasnot been possible, but

locally, Muslims have been
encouraged to include fast-

and to donate the money to

Sujel Miah, of Luton

- Council of Mosques, and
- Mohammad Tariq, of Radio
- Inspire FM, said: “Covid-19

Su;elMlahofLutonCouncllofMosquesandMohammadTanqof
Radio Inspire FM _

~ hashad a devastatingimpact

particularly on those who

were already struggling.

- “We need to ensure there

~ isfood on the table for these
- people who are our neigh-
boursin this town.”

They have been cam-

- paigning and recommending

people to make a minimum

 donation of £10 for ameal to

Luton Food Bank to help feed

- families during the holidays.

To donate, please click on
the link bit.ly/sacrificeameal
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Pandemic means a different Eid

celebration for Muslim families
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he Covid-19 pandemic

meant that Eid al-Adha

last Friday was differ-

ent for most Muslim families

and friends, who wished
each other the familiar “Eid
Mubarak” greeting on the
phone, Zoom and other so-
cial media platforms, rather
thanin person.

“Eid Mubarak”is the
traditional phrase used by
Muslims to greet each other.
The Arabic word “mubarak”
translates as “blessed”, while
“Eid” means feast, festival or
celebration.

Eid al-Adhais known as
the “Festival of the Sacrifice”.

It honours the famous
story of the prophet Ibrahim

(Abraham for Christiansand -

Jews)wﬂhngtasacnﬁcelus
'senasanactofo redie

 PMBoris Johnson greeting Eid Mubarak to Muslim communities

God’s command.
However, before Ibrahim

- didit, God produced alamb
- for him to sacrifice instead.

To commemorate this,

~ Muslims sacrifice meals and
- givemoney to charities like
- Luton Food Bank to feed the

poorer families in our town

- and also donate to buy the
~ livestock to feed people in
- need worldwide.

H

Luton’s faith communi-

tiesjoined the prime minis-

. ter, Boris Johnson, who, in

~ greeting the Muslim com-
- munities, said: “I want to

say a huge thank you for the
sacrifices you have made and
for all your heroic efforts,

~ literally helping to save lives
- by giving generously to those
- inneed and looking after

~ the vulnerable as you have

~ through food donations and

- other help.

“Let me wish all Muslims,
herein the UK and around
the world, the very best for

. Eid-al Adha. Eid Mubarak.”
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ver aweekend |
churchesin Luton
collected 148 cratesof

food for Luton Foodbank.
Liz Stringer, chair of Lu-
ton Foodbank, said: “In the
early weeks of lockdown,
supermarket shelves were
empty, people and volun-

- teers were unable to help as

they were shielding, and the
needs of people facing hun-

we had about 10 weeks sup-
ply but if it wasn’t for emer-
gency grants, we could have
faced closure.”

Peter Adams, vice-chair
of Luton Foodbank and also
an executive member of
Churches Together in Luton,

said: “People want to give.-
Itisa case of assuring they
could do it safely.

“So, churches put to-

| gether plans for socially

distanced outdoor collec-

- tionsand the result has been

~ amazing.”

ger had doubled. Thankfully,

- mead, vicar Rev Tim Madeley

- worked with the Community

- Centre and Co-op on Satur-

- dayafternoon. At St Luke’s,

- Leagrave, vicar Rev Grace

. Sentamu Baverstock joined

. Christ Believers Fellowship

- Luton and Leagrave Meth-

;  odiststoorganise a drive by
- drop-off.

At Christ Church, Bush-

At St Mary’s, young peo-

Rev Tim Madeleyand his wife Amanda outside Christ Church Bushmead
- collecting food donations

- plesetupagazebointhe
- churchyard. At Holy Ghost
- Catholic Church in Bury Park

there were 28 cratesand at
Olive Tree Church 40 boxes
were collected. The Gospel
Pentecostal Church with
community collected food in

- Limbury, asdid St Peter’sin
- Dallow, St Christopher’sin

Round Green, and St Anne’s

- onCrawley Green Road.

“When can we do this

~ again?” churches are asking.

Luton Foodbank won’t be

_ saying no, so may we all con-
- tinue to help those in need.
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Families celebrate Janmashtami in
| uton and thank Covid ‘warriors’
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anmashtamiisanan-

nual Hindu festival that

celebrates the birth of
Lord Krishna, the eighth ava-
tar (reincarnation) of Lord
Vishnu.

Janmashtami celebra-
tionsinclude dance-drama
enactments of Krishna’s life,
‘Ratri Jagaran’ (night prayer
vigil) - devotional singing
through to midnight when
Krishna was born, ‘upavasa’
(fasting), and a ‘Mahotsav’
(festival) the following day. -

People also decorate cra-
dles and place Lord Krishna’s
idolin it,and where possible,
they decorate children as
Lord Krishna.

The most popular images
of Krishna are depictedasa
playful, joyous child enjoying
butter churned at home and,

~ asanadult, playing the flute.

Krishna gave the vital

- message of ‘Bhagwad Gita’

(literally translated as “The
Song of the Lord’), which is

~ a7oo-verse Hindu scripture
~ dated to the second century

BCand is a guiding principle
for Hindus. Its core message
hasthree themes - jnana’
(knowledge), ‘karma’ (action)
and ‘bhakti’ (devoted love).
Mr Kanti Lad, president
of Shree Sanatan Sewa Samaj
Luton Hindu Mandir, said:
“Lord Krishna’s message
of Karmayoga is a call to fo-

| Lastyear's Janmashtami celebrations

-

cus on our responsibilities
rather than caring forour
rewards. This spirit has been
evident in the working of all
our warriors fighting coro-
navirus and our community
serving those in need.”

Mr Ramnik Gohil, Luton

' Hindu community ambas-

- sador, said: “We were unable
- tocongregate and celebrate

- inlarge numbers, but this

- helped us to spend more

- time inreflecting on Lord

Krishna's message and teach-
ings about the purpose and
meaning of our life.”
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t Mary’s Anglican
SChurch inthe centre
of Luton has seen eve-
rything - including a fire de-
stroying much of the town,
plague, bombing and now
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Therefore, on Sunday,
~ itlaunched Luton’s Tree of
Hope in the churchyard.
Itisinspired by the Tree
of Life, mentioned for the
healing of the nationsin the

Bible’slast Chapter22inthe

book of Revelation. .

Lay Canon Peter Adams, -
of St Mary’s Church, said:
“Covid-19 has taken many
livesin our town and it’s eco-

nomic impact is very real.
Never has the promise of that -

ed. Addltlonally, the deal'.h of

TheTreeofHopelnthechurchyardatStMarysl.uton %

- USA, hasraised the challenge
- toproperly deal with the
- racismand inequalities that
- many black, Asian and other
ethnic minority people expe-
rience regularly.

“Asachurch we have long
~ experienced a call to work

ok £or”theumtyofallmour
© community.”

Luton’s Tree of Hope is

locatedin St Mary’s church-
Tree of Life been moreneed-

yard opposﬁe the Mall.
Whatever ereed or colour,

. andlossofourworld..

P

express prayers, 'laments
sorrow, pain, hopes and

dreams by hanging aribbon -

on the tree, to signify the
collective heart cry of Luton
people
Vicar Mike Jones said: “As
we battle our waythrough
the pandermc, westand '§
among the pain, suﬁ'erlng s
i 4
- “Wewantto raachoutin = &
hOPe for everyone’s well-be-
inginour town, nationand -

'wurld.” SR e a1
; : x

e o

- T
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n hisonline message, pro-

moting CAFOD’s (Catho-

lic Agency for Overseas
Roman Catholic Diocese ) in-
itiative ‘A Summer of Hope’,
Canon David Oakley, new
Bishop ofthe Roman Catho-
lic Diocese of Northampton,
said we have all experienced
the fear and anxiety caused
by the recent pandemic; but
in developing world, our
brothers and sisters have ex-
perienced this pandemicina
very different way.

He said: “For many living
in crowded conditions, so-
cial distancing is simply not
possible.

“They cannot wash their

 CanonDavid Oakley, Bishop of The
- Roman Catholic Diocese of North-

- hands as much as we can

- because of the lack of water.

- Hand gel is something be-

- yond their imagination. They

are having amuch harder

- time than usand we are all

meant to be in this together.”
During the lockdown, he

- confessed, he couldn’t go
- out to have his favourite flat

white espresso beverage. He

- like GRASSROOTSin!
~ are offering “sincere praj
~ and total support” to Bi

- David Oakley. '

is popular for his gen
- and fidelity to the tea
~ ofthe church. Welcon
- opDavid!

visit: https://blog.catod
- uk/2020/08/08/bisho}
id-oakleys-message-0!

pledged to give that money l;o l
CAFOD for those whoarefar
less fortunate than weare. - s\ |
Heinvitesand encourages
alltodothesame.

Due to Covid-19, people
couldn’tattend hisordi- "‘4‘ x
nation asabishop,butall -
across the diocese, whic Vo i
made up of 70 parishes 514
ning Bedford, Bucki %
Northampton and Berkshire,
people and partner ager

To donate tothe chl
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he South Bedfordshire
Methodist Circuit held

afarewell service for
Deacon Jacqueline Esama-
John, who was a breath of

fresh air to many Methodist

churchesinthe area, and for

Karen Noble, whohasbeena

stalwart lay worker.
RevJulie Bradshaw, the

Circuit Superintendent min-

ister, said: “In these times, it
is sad that we are not able to
gatherin person, but we do
believe that a Zoom service
is stillis a fitting way to bid
them farewell and to offer
our prayers and our love for
the next phase of their min-
istry elsewhere.” .
Some of the activities
that Karen and Jacqueline
facilitated include intergen-
erational Messy Church,

Zoom

Care Home Fellowships, the
Breakfast and Lunch Clubs,
feeding the homeless, the
Gardening Hub etc. They

~ alsoheld youth gatherings.
- Itwasall about sharing the

- love, care and compassion

- withall, they said.

Throughout their tenure

they encouraged people in

~ the community to look after
- their environment.

Holding a candle in the

Zoom service, Jacqueline
- said: “We are all God’s belov-

ed children, regardless of the

Deacon Jacqueline Esama-John with her family at her Farewell Serviceon

colour of our skin.
“Remembering that

we serve Christ, the one

who came as the light of

- the world, we must ask ‘for

whom canIbealight.”

Both Jacqueline and
Karen said: “Ithasbeena
great privilege to serve in this
circuit. It has been awonder-
ful opportunity tolearn and

. grow, to get to know people

and to build relationships,
and to learn about God, about
humanity and the whole of
God’s creation.”



‘Covid-19 reveals our vulnerability |

to underlying challenges’
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75th anniversary, the
M United Nations (UN)

Multi-Faith Advisory Coun-
cilheld an online event this
week to promote peace
through interfaith co-oper-
ation. i :

Many faith expressions
delivered messages of hope
and solidarity to the United
Nations and called for robust
responses to the mounting
global crises.

A short video featured
an extract from a speech by

I_ ncommemorating its

ew, who reflected: “We must
never forget: war in the name
of religion is war against re-
ligion.”

- Locally, United Nations
Association (UNA)-Luton al-
so convened a Zoom event to
mark UN International Day

~ DrNazia Khanum OBE DL speaking
- ataUNA-Luton event earlier this
A year. .

H.A.H. Patriarch Bartholom-

- of Democracy to promote

- democratic principles and

- values for equality, respect

~ and peace through appropri-
~ ateaction. ;

DrNazia Khanum OBE

DL, chair of UNA-Luton, said:
- “Thisisall the more impor-

- tantinthe context of the
Covid-19 pandemic and the
challenges and the issues of
inequality faced by many, as

~ also highlighted by the Black
- Lives Matter campaign.”

~ Covid-19 hasnotonly

- revealed our vulnerability

§ topandemics,butalsoto

- the underlying challenges

~ ofaccelerating economic

~ inequalities, food insecu-

- rity, systemic racism, forced

~ migration and the growing

- majoritarianism and xeno-

- phobia.

Dr Khanum called for

- discovering new ways of be-

- ingand belonging so that

- together we can pave the

~ way toa ‘new normal’ where

~ conflict and contempt are

- replaced by compassion and

~ care.

' 2 She applauded the faith-
based organisations and reli-

- gious communities, globally

 aswell aslocally in Luton,

- who have been at the fore-

front of helping the vulner-

able and those in need.
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very year, Luton Coun-
E cil of Faiths (LCoF)

commemorates Inter-
national Day of Peace at its
annual Peace Walk event in
which Luton’s communities
of faith or no faith back-
ground visit different places
of worship and enjoy hospi-
tality.

Due to Covid-19, this
year’s Peace Walk event was
held online. It was called
‘Zoom Peace’ event.

It celebrated Luton’s faith
" communities’ outstanding
work during the Covid-19
pandemic, by showing video
clips, newsitemsand pie-
tures of community in ac-
tion. All dignitaries admired
and applauded Luton’s faith
communities, saying places
of worship and faith lead-
ers have been the first port
of call for peoplein distress
facing death, bereavement,
isolation, mental health

~ issues and issues of physi-

cal, emotional and spiritual
well-being. It is great that

~ on ‘International Peace Day’

our communities are being

- recognised and affirmed for
- their outstanding services.

Southfield and Chantry

- Primary School pupils

- shared poems and numer-

- ous community leaders and
- representatives contribut-

~ edtothe evening, uplifting

- everyone’s spirit to continue

LtoR:Lord Lieu-
tenant of Bedford-
shire Helen Nellis,
High Sheriff of
Bedfordshire Su-
san Lousada, chair
UNA-Luton Dr Na-
zia Khanum, Bishop
Richard Atkinson,
Luton South MP
Rachel Hopkinsand
the presenter Ryad
Khodabocus

~ serving those in need.

Concluding the evening,

~ Right Reverend Richard At-

- kinsen, C of E Bishop of Bed-
- ford, said we are all created,

- loved and valued by God. We
- must therefore continue to
 askwhat moreIcando for

- others.

High Sheriff of Bedford-

- shire Susan Lousada said:

~ “TwowordsItake from this
- evening are ‘HOPE’ and

- ‘PEACE’” .



A time of self assessment of or
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osh Hashanah, the
R.‘Iewish New Year fol-

owed by Yom Kippur,
the Day of Atonement, isthe
holiest time of the year in
Judaism. :

Its central themesare
atonement and repentance
through a process of consci-
entious self-assessment of
our behaviour and relation-
ships.

Only the person who fails
to secure the forgiveness of
others cannot enter into for-
giveness from God.

Three essential steps are
suggested: “Teshuva, Tefilla,
Tzedaka” meaning “Return
(repentance), prayer, char-
ity”

trumpet used in Jewish reli-

gious ceremonies.

Mostofthe dayls spentin
Synagogue, but in Covid-19
restrictions, not many could
come to the Synagogue and
tothose who came, it did not
feel customary, following all
the safety and social distanc-
ingrules.

Zafar Khan, Chair of Lu-
ton Council of Faiths said:

~ “We pray that thismay be

~ atimeofblessing, joy and

- peace for our Jewish friends
~ and for everyone.

“May it also be a time of

i renewed hope, looking for-

ward to the year ahead.
“Let us pray that the na-
tions of the world will work

~ effectively together to estab-
- lish both public health solu-

tions and also wiser patterns

- of coexistence to enable all

’i‘radltlonally, thereare  ebrated ofall festivals. people to s,hare thq boun-
fiveprayersonYomKippur ~ Thefastisbrokenwitha  ties of God’s world in mutual
and continuous fastingfor2s ~ feast signalled by the sound- depen”dence,Jusnce and re-
hours, yetitisthemostcel-  ingofa shofar—aram’s-horn = spect.
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uton hasmore than 26
Lmosques which work

together through the
umbrella organisations - Lu-
ton Council of Mosques and
the Luton Sunni Council of
Mosques - to practice their
faith, raise awareness about
Islam and the Muslim com-
munity, and serve the com-
munity in Luton.

Mosques have been part-
nering with churches, other
charities, the NHS and Luton
Council to contribute on
various fronts.

For example, they have
been supporting the L&D
Hospital Helipad Appeal;
serving the needy and vul-
nerable during the Covid-19
lockdown; promoting flu
vaccinations to reduce pres-
sure on healthcare services;
and working to close the
digital divide by providing
laptopsand internet to those
who don’t have them or have

- ogy.

restricted access to technol-

One of'its latest and most

- recentinitiatives has been

- toclean, digand plant at

- thedisused Warwick Road

- raised bed - anotorious fly-
~ tipping and drugs hotspot.

After clearing glass and

- debris amassed over the

- years, the team of volun-

- teers set about removing

- deeplyrooted weeds and

- tree stumpsin order to turn

the soil. More than 15 rubble

- bagswere filled and hours

Madinah Mosque and All Saints Church volunteers together remove tree
- stumpsand weedsin Warwick Road's disused raised bed.

~ later, to the joy of residents

- and passers-by, they planted

~ more than 200 vegetable

- and fruit seeds, bulbs and

- plants. Many thanks are due

- to Edible High Town for their
- guidance, support and tools,

~ aswell as to volunteers from

- Madinah Mosque and the

- Parish of All Saints Church.

Their next project is to

help elderly residents at
- Warwick Court clear their
- gardens.

Long live the community

spirit of Luton!

s~ ]
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| Luton Ltons boost Age Concern and
foodbank with Weekend of Running
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~ M\ ftermonthsofplan-
b | ning, over 50 partici-
M WApants helped raised
fuudsufor Luton’s foodbank
~ and Age Concern charities,
~ bytaking part in either the
- 10k, half marathon or full
marathon in Luton Lions’
Weekend of Running.
Sincethe start of Covid-19

pandemic, the most vulnera-

ble older people and families

struggling economically have lockdown.

been hit the hardest.
~ Thedemand on Luton
Foodbank hasincreased.
The demand for food parcels
rocketed to over 450 parcels
aweek during lockdown.

The devastating effects
of Covid-19 mean that more
families than ever before are
using the foodbank.

Age Concern Luton hasal-
so been supporting the most,

Representatives from Luton Foodbank and Ageﬂa Luton at the fund-
raising initiative Weekend of Running organised by Luton Lions

vulnerable and isolated older
people in ourtown since

Its volunteers have been

- providing weekly food par-

cels, a telephone befriend-
ing service, housekeeping,

- laundry, bill-paying, cleaning

services as well as support
with welfare and benefits to
prevent further hardships.
Thanking Luton Lions
for its initiative Weekend of
Running, Sujel Miah, of Lu-
ton Council of Mosques, said:

“Now more than ever, both
these local charities need
our generous support to help
families and older people
facing such challenging cir-
cumstancesinour town.”

A special thank you to Lu-
ton Lions, participants from -
different backgrounds and to

- allthose who donated gener-

ously!
You can still donate here:
https://www.justgiving.com/

campaign/LutonLionsVir-
tualRun
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uton Bahai community
Linvited peopleofall =
faithsand nonetojoin

inits online prayer meet- ;
ing on Zoom to celebratethe
twin birthdays of the Bab and
Baha'u'llah - the two central
figures of Bahai faith.

The notion of “twin Mani-
festations of God” isa con- =3 = ' : - ! & % :
cept fundamental to Bahai Dignitariesand guests from different faith communities at the Bahai bicentenary celebrations held twoyearsago
belief. . - : : = ane

Babisthe prophet,whose including faith groups. - Later,thetalksonBaband =~ Thevideo presentations
revitalising message pre- - Likeotherfaithcommu-  Bah&'u’lldhreminded ofthe on Bahai communities high-
pared the way for thecoming  nities, Luton Bahaishavenot  turbulenttimeinworldhis-  lighted their community
of Bah&'u’llah, whose name physically met since March,  toryinthe19th century,in buildingendeavoursahd
means ‘Gloryof God’in Ara-  but they have had some so- which Bah&'u'lléh, also called  showcased how they work
bicandisthe prophet-found- cially distanced gatherings ‘Father of the Poor’ had ad- together to strive to establish
er of the Bahai faith. intheparkduringthesum-  vocated equalityof menand  apatternof comm umtyhfe

Theonline meetingbegan  mer. women, promoted economic  that embodies the principle
with a friendly chat acknowl- Then the prayers from Justice and oneness of hu- ofthe oneness of humanity.
edging how difficult and different faiths sought divine manity, and had implored The event concludedwith
challengingthe currentyear  gracetobehumbleandmeek thatthere beno prejudice amelodious prayérful and

has been for many people, in the service of humanity. against anyone. devotional song
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2 United Nations (UN)

came into existence

onOctober24,1945. In
1971, a further resolutionde-
clared that UN Day should be

an international observance.
Since then, UNDay has -

been marked throughout the Y e o . 4 0. 0.
L-R: Mayor of Luton Clir Lovell, Sr Hayes, and Dr Khanum, chair of UNA-
~ Luton. :

world. The United Nations
Association (UNA) Luton
branch held an online com-
memoration event in which
Sr Maire Hayes thanked and

pleaded God for the UN’s suc-
- hingya persecution going on

cessin the pursuit of truth
and justice, equity and peace.
~ Considering three per
cent of the world’s popula-
tion died during World War
Two, the UN was created so
there will be no more world
wars. Three million people
were massacred system-
aticallyand intentionally
during the 1971 Bangladesh
genoclde, claimed one of
eak ers, M Sakhawat

- Hussain, brigadier general
(retired) in the Bangladesh

Army. He also talked of Ro-

since 1978.
The UN’s failure in Kash-
mir, Palestine, Iraq, Syria,

- Bosnia, Yemen and many

other countries was also re-

- gretted.

Dr Nazia Khanum, chair

~ of UNA-Luton, said: “The

- UNmust stay to protect and
- promote human potential.

- Wemust not become by-

standers. We must critique,

- reform and influence the UN
_ inhope that particularly rich

- and powerful nations will

- become humane and act to

- preserve humanity.”

Dr Diana Pritchard spoke

- about therole of education
' andyouth, and Dr Wendi
-~ Momen spoke about the need
~ for spiritual values to influ-
_ence aggressive capitalism.
. She said we must challenge
~ political processes which
~ contribute to the extremes of

wealth in the hands of a few
individuals and nations.
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The murder of French
school teacher Sam-
uel Patyin France has
opened the Pandora’s Box all
OVer.

In Luton, people have wit-
nessed that Muslimsare in-

 spired by their faith to live in
~ peacewith their neighbours.
- They have alwaysjoined

- other faith communitiesin
condemningactsofterror
- inthename of religionin the
"'a'i_t'rongest terms. Weonce -
_again deplore suchinhuman-
ﬂ"ity and send-our thoughts

- and prayers to all those who
" havebeen affected.

- Thisweek, Muslims

- worldwide celebrated Milad-
-.un~Nab1 (Prophet Muham-

- mad’s birthday) referredasa
Emeri:ytomankind inthe Ho-

y Quraan. In oneincident,
n old woman always threw

- garbageat hlmm*henever he

~ passed that way. One day, she
- did not throw the garbage.
- The Prophet straightaway
 went and inquired her well-
- being. This transformed the
~ woman.

Inspired by such humility
and spirituality of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), Mus-

. limsin Luton have always
- advocated fostering and

safeguarding freedom for
allhuman life and for all to
‘practise their beliefs freely,
without insulting others or

- tobeinsulted by others.

Inteaching freedom of
expression, the use of con-

~ Inpreviousyears, Luton's Muslims have been giving away Roses in St
_ George's Square in celebrating the birth of Prophet Muhammad

troversial Charlie Hebdo car-
toons, which are derogatory
to Prophet Muhammad and

~ connect terrorism with Is-

lam, calls for a greater review
ofthe religious literacy about

~ different faiths and even
greater focus upon tackling

any hateful discourse incit-
ingviolence.

In our continuing com-
mitment to education,
Luton’s faith communities
commit toworking towards
creating space for the rea-
soned debates and discus-

- sions, enabling people to hve
. well together. .

LA
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ber 8-15) begins with Re-

membrance Sunday.

HM Lord-Lieutenant of
Bedfordshire Helen Nellis

I nter Faith Week (Novem-

produced the Bedfordshire MgitnanesnmrkkemambranceSunday

Service of Remembranceon-
line due to the pandemic.
She said: “The service ]
shows connections between
- people from different faiths,
who clearly share ajoint aspi-
ration for peace, respect and
harmony in our world.™
Luton Council also
streamed online a service
and acommemoration event.
In Luton, various other
activities were held during
Inter Faith Week, including
Security Awareness (SAFE)
webinars by the Community
Security Trust (CST) to pre-
pare and prevent places of
~ worship from anypotentlai
terror attacks.

 Luton-based charity FAC-
~ ESlaunched the Community
- Safeguarding Forum, which

connectslocal communities,
schools and places of wor-
ship to support, improving
the ways we can safeguard
children and young peoplein
Luton.

- Inanonlineevent, ‘Shar-
ing Stories of Hope', tens of
people shared how they have
been helping communities
. during these difficult times,

- with help from the Near
Nei hbours Programme.
12-hour Akhand th] an
(non-stop devotional sing-

ing) for world peace was held
online by Shri Sathya Sai
Service Organisation.

Inter Faith Week is timed
to encourage remembering
together the service of sol-
diers and civilians of many
different backgroundsin
making our nation The Great
Britain.

Thisyear, in the Covid-19

* context, itis important that

we remember our key work-

- ersand many other unsung

~ heroestoo, who have kept

~ the hope alive for many who
~ arevulnerableandin need

- ofhelp.

LA
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iwali celebrations
D are the highlight of

the year for1.2 billion
Hindus worldwide.

Hindus celebrate the re- |

turn of Lord Rama and his
wife Sita to Ayodhya aftertheir
. 14-year exile in 5000 BC.

: Theyalso celebrate Mother

~ demon called Mahisha.
~ Sikhs and Jains also cele-
brate Diwali. In fact, the foun-

Temple at Amritsar, the most

on Diwaliin 1577.

- in1619. _
- Jains celebrate it because
had attained Moksha (nir-
vana, or eternal bliss) during
Diwali.

- Theword Diwali comes

Goddess Durga destroying a

dation stone of the Golden

~ holy place for Sikhs, waslaid
- Hindus, Sikhs and Jains
~_ Sikhs also celebrate it as |
the ‘BandiChhorDivas'mark- numbers, decorating, sing-
ing the sixth Guru Hargobind

Singh Ji's release from prison

 Diwali celebrations last year at Luton Hindu Mandirl.ewsey Farm, shng

the Peace Light with neighbours and invited guests

from the Sanskrit word
‘Deepavali’, meaning ‘rows of
lighted lamps’.

Traditionally, on Diwali

throng templesin large

ing, cooking and sharing
delicious food and watching

- fireworks with families and
. - friends.
their founder Lord Mahavira

But thisyear, because of

- eoronavirus, outdoor cel-

- ebrations and indoor gath-

- erings have been cancelled.

- Places of worship are closed.

UK chancellor Rishi Su-

- nak, while lighting oil lamps

outside No. 11, said Diwali
celebrations will be difficult.
He urged fellow Hindus to
“follow the lockdown rules”.
UK prime minister Boris

- Johnson, wishing all Shubh

(Happy) Diwali, said: “Run-
ning through the occasion is

- the central message of good
- overevil, hope over despair,
- knowledge overignorance,

- anuplifting message that I

believe we can all take to our
hearts.”
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uton Council of Faiths
called different faith
communities online to

share prayers, poemsandre-

flections on the theme: Hope
inthe face of Loss and De-

spair - Seeing ‘Light’ through

the Dark.

Stress and anxiety seem
to be more dangerous than
the pandemic.

Depression, fatigue and
sorrow strip hope away from
us.

The Holy Quran versesre-
minded us not to despair.

Afteradifficulty, Allah
will soon grant relief.

Averse from the Sikh
scripture Shri Guru Granth
Sahib assures: “Why are you
afraid, O human! The Crea-
tor will save you.”

The Quaker Book of
Faith and Practice said light

' Different Faiths sharedhope
. throughprayers and reflections at
' alLuton Council of Faiths event

isalready shining into the
- darkness, and the darkness

cannot overcomeit.
The Torah encouraged

- usnot todespair. God per-
- formstherole of comforter.

It reminds us that surviving

~ despairisa character-trans-

forming experience. You
realise that life is not about
you. Itis about others.

A humanist poem also
called us to value the love of
our friends and neighbours

~ and the beautiful creation.

Bahai reflection high-
lighted transformation in the
human world; in adversi-
ties, many are uniting to help
thoseinneed.

Hindus, Sikhs and Jains

havejust celebrated Diwali.

It reminded us that:
“Hopeisbeing able to see

- that thereis light despite all
-~ ofthedarkness.”

Reading the Psalms

from the Bible and St Mary’s
- Church’s goo-year history of

witnessing human suffer-

- ingand itsrecovery remain
- powerful symbols of God’s

. restoring power in the diffi-
- cult times.

Zen Master Thich Nhat

Hanh’s quote sumsit up well:
- "Hopeisimportant because
- itcan make the present mo-
- mentless difficult to bear,

“If we believe that tomor-
row will be better, we can
bear a hardship today.”
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he Sikh religion was

I founded in Northern
' Indiainthe15th cen-
tury by Guru Nanak Dev Ji.

25 million Sikhs world-
wide constitute the fifth larg-
est religion in the world.

‘Last week they celebrated
Guru Nanak Dev Ji's 551st
birth anniversary.

Usually, the celebrations
include 48-hour non-stop
reading of the Sikh holy
seripture The Guru Granth
Sahib (Akhand Padh).

A day before, the ‘Nagar
Kirtan’, a procession, takes
place. :

Ontheday fo]lowmg
hymn singing and devo-
tional reflections, a speclal
communal meal ‘Langar’ is
served.

Thlsyear, dueto Ccmd-lg,,
celebrations havebeenre-

LutonSukhIeadersgroatedbyMus—
~ limleaders from Luton's Central
Mosque during the Sikh Peace

- Processionlastyear

_ stricted to align with govern-
- mentrules and guidelines.

People have been encour-

aged to take special care.

‘Sehj Padh’, the reading

of Guru Granth Sahib will

be over alonger period, con-
cluding on Sunday, Decem-
ber 6, with prayers at Guru
Nanak Gurdwara, Dallow -
Road.

Mr Gurpal Singh Bin-

- | ning, vice-president, re-

. called that last year, when
~ the procession had passed

through Bury Park, the Cen-

~ tral Mosque president, head
~ Imam, committee members
- and several others from the

. Muslim community had

- greeted the Sikhleaders

- with garlands and distrib-

- uted hot snacks to hundreds
~ of Sikhs.

He added that thisrein-

forces the Guru Nanak’s mes-
~ sage oflove for all regardless
- of any religion, nation, race,

creed, colour, or

- gender.

He concluded: “Much

as Sikhs love their religion,
' they are equally respectful of
- other beliefs.

“The word ‘Sikh’ means

- ‘learner’, so as Sikhs we

ask all to live out their own
respectwe religious teach-
ings well, so that we all

‘become better Christians,
- better Muslims, better Hin-

dus, better Jews and better
Sikhs.”
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-

lhe Near Neighbours
Programme, through

an easy-to-access

funding scheme, helps sup-
port projects that bring peo-
ple together from different
communities and promotes — : \
social action and transfor- Near Neighbours Big Conversation community event held last yearin Luton
mation. _

Recently, Luton Hubran  ingResiliencetothe Covid-19 = id-19 world and it also pro-
anOnImqyevent, Sharing Sto- = Pandemicand Beyond’ in vided training workshops on
ries of Hope, lmutmg alli its - partnershipwith Strength- ' income generation for faith

~ eningFaith Institutions.

~ centres, faith-based social

- _ Itwastoequipreligious  entrepreneurship and safe-
~ leaders, faith-based organi- ' guarding children at faith
~ sationsandfaithcommu- ' organisations.
- nitieswhich have been a - Near Neighbours’ small
- primary sourceof support,  grantsare open until De-
- comfort and guidance forthe  cember 11. Contact Kim
communities they serve. - Greig, Near Neighbours co-
The conference highlight-  ordinator in Luton, at near.
“ed actjons that faith com- neighbours_luton@btcon-
munities need to take for nect.com or 01582 416946 for
the transition to a safer and more information and grant

- | more sustainable post-Cov-

applications.
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stheworldiswait-
ing for the Covid-19

being used for it - light
breaking through’ —is the
same as the language used
in the last three months to
celebrate different religious
festivals, which have includ-
ed the birth of Baha'u’llah
(Bahai), Milad-un-Nabi gl
birth of Prophet Moham- j
mad PBUH (Muslim), Diwali |
(Hindu-Sikh-Jain), birth of
-Guru Nanak Dev Ji (Sikh)

and now,;ﬂstbefore Christ-
mas, it is the Jemshfesuval

- Hanukkah.

“Hanukkah” meanmg

vaccine, thelanguage ._

“dedication” is the eight-day
festival of light for the Jew-
ish community, whichis
celebrated by lighting nine
flames of the menorah to l
mark the rededication of the

. Holy Templein the second
- century BCE, after a small
- number of poorlyarmed
Jews had defeated the mighty
- Community Action Group is
~ hosting 12 Days of Luton’ to
- celebrate Luton’s community
. spirit. It will also showcase
- online the amazing commu-

'~ nity support and the work of

- local charities. If you would
~ like tobe featured, please

Greeks and had reclaimed
the Holy Temple in Jerusa-
lem. Every year, the Luton
Synagogue invites people
from different faiths for the
celebrations and to enjoy the
fish cakes, doughnutsand
tea afterwards.

Sadly due to Covid-19,

‘celebrations have hadtobe -

withheld. Stillamenorah
will be lit in every household,
as the sign of ‘light break-

RabblYosstSchwelandothershghtmgthe menorah at Hanukkah celebra-
~ tionslastyear

 ingthrough’. And soon it will
. belight breaking through
- thebirth of Jesus Christ at

Christmas. Therefore, Luton

send your information, links,

~ imagesand videosto Fiona
- atlutoncommunityaction-

. group@gmail.com or

| WhatsApp on 07957192174
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e United Nationsis
marking its 75th an-
_ niversary at a time of
great challenge, mcludmg
the worst global health crisis
initshistory. Willit bringthe
world closer together? Or
t.leadtogceamdividga

|
[
!
|
!
|

-

heads together to define how
>nhan cedmtematlona_lco-

- After messages shared
- by the Mayor of Luton and
- theHigh Sheriff of Bedford-
shire, numerous community

leaders and Luton Coun_cll_

f'
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pproaching the year
end, we are more
aware of how fragile

our hold on life can be.

For many people, Christ-
mas may have been a bit-
tersweet celebration as they
miss loved ones who died
this year.

Churches across Britain
have tried to find ways to re-
flect the pandemic’s effects
on their own community
and this prompted Luton’s
Wigmore Church tomount a
Covid memorial on the front
of the church, on which two
members have crocheted

- and knitted a flower each for
- every person who dipd from

Covid-19in Luton. _
Rev Heather Whyte, the

* United Reformed Church
(URC) minister, said: “This

- memorial of flowersisare-

minder that the numbers of
deaths we hear aren’t just
statisties but people, people
with families, people who are
loved.”

She added: “We hope
and pray that not many
more flowers will need to be
added, but we know the pan-
demic is still very prevalent
in Luton.

“The crafterswill con-
tinue, so anyone who has lost
someone will know that a
flower has been created with

love for their loved one and
they are in our prayers.”

You can see the memorial
by walking or driving past
the front of the Wigmore
United Reformed and Meth-
odist Church, Crawley Green
Road, LU2 gTE.

For more info, please con-
tact Rev Heather Whyte at
heather.whyte@urc.org.uk

May the New Year bring
better news, and a safer,
healthier and prosperous
world, for everyone!

e T





